of your character, which it had a right to claim
as its own. *                                                      to Sidney

On your return to England, adorned with those

splendid endowments, and furnished with infor-
mation beyond your years, you carried away
the admiration of all men; and all of your nobility
who had a name for generosity of sentiment be-
gan eagerly to compete for your friendship. To
all this was added the good-will of her most gra-
cious Majesty, who, in order to encourage you in
your progress to distinction, admitted you to a
state of intimacy with herself, and honoured you
with that noble mission to the Emperor of which
you acquitted yourself with the greatest credit
three years ago. How highly she esteemed you,
she testified by that remarkable eulogy which
the illustrious prince* Duke John Casimir, whom I
suppose you remember, declared he heard from
her own lips- What pleasure do you think your
noble father and all who love you must have felt,
when they saw everything turn out so prosper-
ously for you, in your very probation at court?
I left Germany, and came to this country, dis-
turbed AS it is, that I might be a near spectator of
your successes, on which my happiness depended,
and that I might enjoy the great pleasure I al-
ways feel at           affairs go on to your satisfac-
tion. But contrary to what I hoped, it fell out, that
when I came hither I found a sort of cloud over
your fortunes, which turned the pleasure which
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